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The Spanish Revolution

THE heroic struggle of the Spanish people has lgeep
stirred the whole world. It is the greatest eventhie struggle
of the masses of the people in the capitalist casfor their
emancipation, second only to the October SociBestolution
of 1917.

The struggle against the remnants of feudalism, the
aristocracy, the monarchist officers, the princéshe church,
against fascist enslavement, has united the vasirityeof the
Spanish people. The workers and peasants, théuitells and
lower middle class people of the towns, and evenaire
groups of the bourgeoisie, have taken their standefense of
freedom and the republic, while a handful of ingmiggenerals
are waging war against their own people with the af
Moroccans, whom they deceived, and the internationa
criminal riffraffs of the Foreign Legion.

The struggle of the Spanish people bears the featir a
national revolutionary war. It is a war to save people and
the country from foreign bondage, since the victofythe
insurgents would mean the economic, political anttucal
decline of Spain, its disintegration as an indepahdtate, the
enslavement of its peoples by German and Italiacigen. It is
a national revolutionary struggle for the furtheason that its
victory will bring liberation to the Cataloniandiet Basques
and the Galicians who have been oppressed by tbe ol
aristocracy of Castile.

The victory of the people will deal fascism in Spa
mortal blow and will destroy its material basis.will hand
over the large landed estates and the industrigrgnses of
the fascist insurgents to the people, and will terethe
conditions for the further successful struggleh# mass of the
working people of Spain for their social liberation

The victory of the People’s Front in Spain willestgthen



7

the cause of peace throughout the whole of Eurppmarily
by preventing the warmongers from converting Spato a
military base for the fascist encirclement of, aathck on,
France.

The struggle of the People’s Front in Spain isirsgtinto
motion the democratic forces of the whole worldc&ss in
this struggle will strengthen the cause of demaocriac all
countries, will weaken fascism wherever it is ie #addle, and
will hasten its downfall.

A People’s Revolution

The revolution in Spain, which is part and parcklthee
anti-fascist struggle all over the world, is a remon having
the broadest social basis. It is a people’s reimiutlt is a
national revolution. It is an anti-fascist revoarti

The relation of class forces within Spain is suchta
render the cause of the Spanish people invinciblg, the
forces of world reaction, first and foremost theriGan and
Italian fascists, hinder the victory of the Spanmople over
fascism. They are supporting the insurgents, supplyhem
arms with the connivance of the democratic govemmef the
capitalist countries. It would not be correct tawlra complete
parallel between the present Spanish revolution #mel
Russian revolution of 1905, and still less with tRessian
revolution of 1917. The Spanish revolution ha®its peculiar
features which arise out of the specific internal veell as
international situation. Big events and movementsistory do
not repeat themselves with photographic exactnékerein
time or space.

The Spanish people are solving the tasks of thegleous-
democratic revolution. The reactionary castes, whpswer
the fascist insurgents wish to restore, ruled aanhideered
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over the country in such a way that it became theargst, the
most backward country in Europe. All that is heglttreative
and alive in the various strata of the Spanish leefgit and
still feels the stranglehold of the past which @svrrrevocably
doomed to disappear. In Spain all that is creaive possesses
vitality expects a radical improvement as a refitthe
solution of the problems of the bourgeois-democrati
revolution.

This means that in the interests of the economid an
political development of the country, the agrarigmestion
must be settled by abolishing the feudal relationsich
dominate the countryside. It means that the pessdhe
workers, and the working population as a whole mhuest
relieved of the intolerable burden of an outwororemmic and
administrative system. It means further that theilpges of
the aristocracy, the church and the religious @daust be
done away with and the uncontrolled sway of thetieaary
castes must be broken.

But Spanish fascism stands in the way of the smiuaf
these problems of the bourgeois-democratic revaiuti
Spanish fascism is not only the vehicle of caggtakaction but
also of medieval feudalism, of monarchism, clerfealaticism
and bigotry as well as the Inquisition of the Jesut is the
defender of the reactionary castes and of thelpges of the
nobility, which like a dead weight act as a dragtloa country
and hinder its economic development. Spanish fasgssnot
only the representative of trustified capital, whigesorts to
social demagogy, too, as a means of crushing tresesa it
brings with it open violence without demagogy. # the
representative of the old order, rotten to the coreé hated by
all. Therefore, in a country like Spain, where thsks of the
bourgeois-democratic  revolution have not yet been
accomplished, fascism has not succeeded in forraipgrty
based on the masses of the petty bourgeoisie. 8ygriin
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armed rebellion against the lawful government, thscists
alienated even some of those bourgeois elementshyinder
a bourgeois constitution, would have sought to céoneerms
with them. Fascism has succeeded in swinging thity pe
bourgeoisie definitely over to the side of the ptafiat, in
forcing the reformist elements in the labor movememho
stood for “constitutional” development to side witte people.
Fascism has consolidated against itself, as nesferdy all the
parties and organizations of the People’s FronimfMartinez
Barrio to the Communists, from the Basque natict&lio the
Catalonian Anarchists.

The Spanish people is solving in a new way thestaskhe
bourgeois-democratic revolution which is in accowa with
the deepest interests of the vast mass of the @elopthe first
place, it is solving them in circumstances of civar brought
on by the insurgents. In the second place, it isei in the
interest of the armed struggle against fascisnotdiscate the
property of the landlords and employers involved the
insurrection, because it is impossible to secutorwy over
fascism without undermining its economic positibnthe third
place, it is able to draw on the historical expare of the
proletariat of Russia, which completed the bourgeoi
democratic revolution after it had conquered power, the
great proletarian revolution splendidly achieved fiassing”
the very objectives which form the basic content tbé
revolution in Spain at its present historical stalgmally, the
Spanish working class is striving to accomplisHetsding role
in the revolution, and place upon it a proletaim@aprint by the
sweeping range and the forms of its struggle.

The Role of the Working Class

At all stages of development of the revolution pal, the
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working class has taken the initiative in every artpnt action
against the forces of reaction. The working class the soul
of the movement which overthrew the dictatorshif?amo de
Rivera and the monarchy. Strikes and demonstratidrihe

workers in all the big industrial towns lent théiad impetus to

the mighty mass movement that swept the Spanishs@md

villages as well as the army, a movement whoseaogst the
monarchy proved unable to withstand. The tireldsoic

struggle of the working class has invariably helptd

accentuate the character of the revolution as apleso
revolution in spite of all the efforts of the boeaysie, of the
republican leaders and even of the Socialist Rartgtard and
crush the mass movement. The working class of Sham
done a great historic service: the general strike the armed
struggle of the Asturian miners, in the unforgdetabtays of

October, 1934, erected the first barrier agairnstssault of the
fascist bands. In spite of its bloody defeat, trmrking class
after October was, and continues to be, the organand

backbone of the anti-fascist People’s Front.

But the special character of the revolution in Sgainsists
above all in the peculiarity of the conditions irhieh the
proletariat is making its hegemony in the revolnteffective.
The split in the working class of Spain has its ospecial
features. In the first place the working class p&i& overthrew
the monarchy in 1931, before there was a real @agsmunist
Party. At that time the Communist Party was only it
formative stage, not only organizationally but also
ideologically and politically. In the second plaeghile in the
process of the revolution a mass Communist Party taking
shape, the Spanish proletariat remained under twveeniul
influence of the Socialist Party. For decades tbedist Party
had been the means by which the influence of thedemisie
was exercised over the working class, and for two a half
years it formed a coalition with the bourgeoisitisiParty had
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a much stronger foothold in the working class théon,
example, the Russian Mensheviks in 1905 or in 19%1%he
third place—and this distinguished and still digtirshes Spain
from all other countries of Europe—the Spanish gteoiat has
also mass Anarcho-Syndicalist organizations in temdito the
Communist and Socialist Parties. The ideology adte of
these Anarcho-Syndicalist organizations frequehthder the
principles of proletarian organization and proletardiscipline
from penetrating into the ranks of the working slas

Spanish Anarchism is a peculiar phenomenon, actefte
of the country’s economic backwardness, of the Wwacness
of its political structure, of the disunity of igoletariat, of the
existence of a numerous group of declassed elemanty
finally, of a specific particularism—all feature®aracteristic
of countries with strong survivals of feudalism. the present
time, when the Spanish people are exerting eveigrtefo
drive back the furious attack of bestial fascismhew the
Anarchist workers are fighting bravely at the fgnthere are
not a few people who, under cover of the principtds
Anarchism, weaken the solidarity and unity of theople’s
Front by hasty projects for compulsory “collectafiion”, the
“aboliton of money”, the preaching of “organized
indiscipline”, etc.

It is the great merit of the Communist Party of iBhat,
while tirelessly and consistently struggling to mane the
split in the working class, it fought and is stilghting to
create the maximum prerequisites for ensuring ggemony
of the proletariat, the prime condition for the teiy of the
bourgeois-democratic revolution. The formation ofumited
front between the Socialist and Communist Partite
establishment of a single organization of youngksos, the
creation of a single party of the proletariat intal@nia, and,
last but most important, the transformation of @@mmunist
Party itself into a huge mass party enjoying tretoers and
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ever-growing influence and authority are all a sguarantee
that the working class will be able still more efieely to

exercise its hegemony by assuming leadership dvewhole
revolutionary movement and carrying it to victory.

The Peasantry

Such is the situation in the ranks of the workiftegs. How
do matters stand with the peasantry? It is a knfashthat the
majority of the army, consisting fundamentally bétsons of
peasants, was carried along by its officers, anthdbe first
days of the insurrection it was to be found in tlaenp of the
enemies of the people. And the fact that the fagfigcers
were able to win relatively large groups of soldiay their side
is the penalty which the republican parties, thei&ists and
the Anarchists are paying for their many yearsegflect of the
demands of the peasantry. However, there are trooen
possibilities for enlisting the active participatiof the Spanish
peasants in the revolution.

In the Spanish countryside there are two million
agricultural workers. In many of the northern dits they are
still partly under the influence of the landlordsdahe clergy;
nevertheless they constitute an element of rewwiaty
ferment even in the most backward provinces. Thigd
agricultural proletariat in Spain holds out vaspoyunities to
the various working class organizations of influagcthe
masses of the peasants, of making them activecipantits in
the struggle against fascism, of consolidating #igance
between the working class and the peasantry, aedgshening
the leading role of the proletariat in this alliandvioreover,
most of the remaining three million peasants arer geeople
who have been mercilessly exploited and oppressed f
centuries, and now passionately hope for land doedlty from
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the revolution. Freed from the thralldom of monasth
prejudices, these peasant masses arc graduallymbego
emancipated from the influence of the church, amdbubtedly
sympathize with the republic. And although the tarly units

of the People’s Militia already contain solid greupf peasants,
the reserves of millions of peasants have not petred the
active struggle against the fascist insurgents. hWihe

exception of Galicia, there is as yet no widesprgadrilla

movement. The peasants in the rear have as yeedduite

trouble to the insurgents. But their entrance itite active

struggle is inevitable. The millions of the peasaderves are
getting into motion and will soon have their degissay.

The illiterate Spanish peasants have long livecbbdythe
pale of politics. It is a distinguishing feature $pain that its
peasants entered the revolution without a natipa#l of their
own. The only attempt to form a peasant party waslenin
Galicia. There a priest named Basilio Alvarez fodmie
Galician Agrarian Party whose program attacked libeal
feudal privileges known as “foros”. This party beokip in
1934-35. But it is interesting to note that Galigathe only
province where the peasants have entered en nfessened
struggle against the insurgents and are now orgnguerilla
warfare in the rear of these reactionary bandite Tatalonian
organization of sharecroppers and tenant farmeadledc
“Rabassaires”, also has some of the distinguisfaatures of a
political party of the peasants. And it is also thgrof note that
in the Catalonian villages, where this organizatios
influential, the fascists have had no success whkate

The only party which fearlessly supported the imiaited
demands of the peasants as well as the demandhéor t
confiscation without compensation of all the landl tbe
landlords, the church and the monasteries for #metit of the
peasants was the class party of the proletariatCibmmunist
Party. Unfortunately, it was not yet sufficientliyang to carry
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The Urban Petty Bourgeoisie

As far as the urban lower middle class is concertieg
vast majority of its members are on the side of amacy and
the revolution, and against fascism. Here, themrymg for
liberty and social progress, their hatred for thstpsteeped in
poverty and superstitious ignorance, playa decisble. This
deprives Spanish fascism of the possibility of ggjnmass
support among the petty bourgeoisie, as was dorne loging
done by fascism in other capitalist countries. #scial
demagogy breaks down when the urban petty bourigedie
handicraftsmen, intellectuals, scientists and tsrtisee the
fascist leaders march shoulder to shoulder withhtied big
landlords, the “casiques”, with bishops, who haaxed fat on
the poverty of the people, with such crafty poléics as
Lerroux and such corrupt bankers as Juan Mards.titie that
the political representatives of the Spanish pbtiyrgeoisie
did not immediately take up their present Jacohisitmpn.
They wavered. After the fall of the monarchy, theeypported
the policy of coalition. When they entered the RespFront
movement, they stubbornly refused to put into thpeogram
the demand for the confiscation of the land. Evdiera
February 16, the Azana government, which relied toba
parties of the People’s Front, showed indecisiarceming the
cleansing of the government offices and the armyas€ists.
Many representatives of the lower middle class bbug
compromise in their endeavor to avoid an open feygmginst
fascism.

But the cruel and treacherous attack of the fasacstthe
lawful government caused an outburst of indignatiorthe
ranks of the urban petty bourgeoisie, and resolweahy of
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their doubts. Under the pressure of events, theblem@an
leaders took to the path of determined and comgistieuggle
against the fascist insurgents.

“What was left for us to do,” stated Azana, “whdre t
greater part of the army had broken its oath @gadince to the
republic? Should we have renounced all thoughieéémse and
submitted to new tyranny? No! We owed it to the gledo
give them a chance to defend themselves.” The figamb
petty bourgeoisie resorted to plebeian methodshen fight
against fascism, consented to giving arms to thekeve and
peasants, supported the organization of peoplealutonary
tribunals, which are acting no less energeticalignt the
Committee of Public Safety at the time of Robespiend St.
Just. This means that in Spain the urban pettydemisie is
playing a role which differs greatly from that péaly for
example, by the petty bourgeoisie in Germany oty Ita
immediately before and at the time fascism cam@dwer.
This special feature must be taken into account nwhe
describing the present stage of the Spanish revalut

The Bourgeoisie

Lastly, the bourgeoisie. Being interested in th&rretion
of feudal privileges, it took a fairly active pamtthe overthrow
of the dictatorship of Primo de Rivera and the nmoma The
industrial bourgeoisie expected from the republicoren
favorable conditions for its development. The bewig parties
sought to reach this goal by compromising with phigileged
feudal and semi-feudal castes, and, unfortunatetypver two
years they influenced the republican petty bourgie@nd even
the Socialist Party to follow them along this pakthe policy of
the coalition government thoroughly disillusiondgk tmasses
of the people. Fascism made use of the weakenatioposf
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democracy which resulted, and took up the offensive
mobilizing and rallying all the most reactionargmlents in the
country.

This strengthening of fascism brought the masses to
realization of the need to build a barrier agaitstadvance.
The masses rose in defense 0 f the republic (OGtdl9a34).
The process of differentiation among the bourgeoisias
becoming more intense and a crisis began to devieldpe
traditional bourgeois parties. For example, thei€ddParty of
Lerroux, that party of political corruption whichimored all
the weakness and vice of the Spanish big bourgeaispidly
broke up, and after the 1936 elections disappefed the
political scene. From it a group was formed whitdd by
Martinez Barrio, the present chairman of the Coriggaking
part in organizing the repulse of the fascists laasl entered the
People’s Front. The considerable success at thés pdl
Barrio’s party cannot be explained otherwise tharine anti-
fascist sentiments of part of the bourgeoisie waad hothing to
gain from the reactionary designs of the fascists their ally
Lerroux. From its very inception Martinez Barriooto an
active part in the formation of the People’s Frafthen, after
the fall of Toledo, a tense situation had arisethatfront, he
presided at the October session of the Cortes dévad
preparing the defense of Madrid.

In the various republican governments formed aftey
elections of February 16, 1936, there were peopleo w
undoubtedly represented certain sections of thedewoisie.
These remained on the side of the republic whenfakeist
insurrection broke out, e.g.) José Giral, membethef Left
Republican Party and minister in the present gawent, a
fairly big landowner whose estates had been affiebte the
agrarian reform in the very first years of the fglpt) Francisco
Barnes, Casares Quiroga, Enrico Ramos and Manwascél
Garzon, industrialists and landowners who formed pathe
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ministry of José Giral, i.e.) were members of orfetle
governments which organized the defense of the bfapu
against the fascist insurgents. Had the courseveiite been
different, some of these people would possibly heueght for
a compromise with the reactionaries. By deprivimgn of this
possibility, the fascist rising made clear to thiéma need to de
fend the republic and democracy by all the meansheair
disposal, and thus linked up their fate with thiathe fighting
masses of the people.

Numerous groups of the bourgeoisie of the natitirali
that used to be oppressed by Spanish feudalisralsweacting
on the side of the republic. There are districtSpain where
the whole population has been fighting for censutie@ throw
off the yoke of national oppression. This appliesgpally to
Catalonia and the Basque Provinces (Biscay). Thedeoisie
of these districts cannot support the fascistsvenesympathize
with them, as they know perfectly well that a fasarictory
would reduce to naught any chance of national iaddpnce
or autonomy. Such a victory would mean a returth® old
regime of national oppression.

In Catalonia, the so-called Catalonian League dasd i
reactionary leaders have disappeared from the amna
struggle. But in the ranks of the Catalonian Lefte-t
Esquierres—there are still a number of represemimtof the
industrial bourgeoisie who occupy high places ine th
Catalonian government. And there is no doubt that i
Barcelona, and, it may be said, throughout all Bata, the
rebellion of the fascist generals was put down nradly
than elsewhere not only because great numbersdbplanish
proletariat are concentrated here, but also. becalmsost the
whole population enthusiastically took part in ¢rag the
insurrection, even some bourgeois circles beingympathy
with this.

With regard to the Basque provinces, the Basqué kit
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Party, which has a representative, Manuel Iruja¢han Madrid
government, takes an active part in the struggkenag the
fascists. Manuel Irujo is a big industrialist whashalways
fought for the national liberation of the Basquéte was
against the coup detat of Primo de Rivera, and wmas
determined opponent of the monarchy. In the fiestsdof the
fascist revolt, he personally led military operascagainst the
fascist officers in Bilbao. All his relatives, inding his 70-
year-old mother, arc held as hostages by the tascihis
Catholic and industrialist is acting loyally in deke of the
republic, and declares that his party is fightifgy ‘a regime of
liberty, political democracy and social justice’hdl Basque
National Party, of which he is the leader, is atyaf the
Catholic bourgeoisie which for a number of years baen
fighting for the national independence of Biscayie$ts
constitute a considerable part of its membershipgt $b long
ago the French reactionary, de Kerillis, expredssdsurprise
at the fact that members of the clergy in the Biso@vinces
were fighting heroically against the reactionaryngm of
General Mola. But there is nothing surprising irstiThe part
played by these groups of the Basque bourgeoiste aims in
hand, fought side by side with all the other hedefenders of
Irun, San Sebastian and Bilbao, is undoubtedly more
progressive than that played by those leaders efBtitish
Labor Party who trail behind the British policy 6hon-
intervention”. There is every reason for applying these
groups of the Basque bourgeoisie the following \sonditten
by Comrade Stalin in the year 1924:

“The struggle the Emir of Afghanistan is waging tbe
independence of his country is objectivelyrevolutionary
struggle, despite the monarchist views of the Eamd his
entourage, for it weakens, disintegrates and undesn
imperialism.... The struggle the Egyptian merchanatsd
bourgeois intellectuals are waging for the indegerce of their
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country is, objectively,revolutionary despite the bourgeois
origin and bourgeois calling of the leaders of thgyptian
national movement and despite the fact that theypopposed to
socialism; whereas the fight the English Labor goreent is
waging to perpetuate Great Britain’s dominationrdzgypt is,
for the same reasons, rEactionary struggle, despite the
proletarian origin and the proletarian calling loé tmnembers of
that government, and despite the fact that they ‘tme
socialism.”

What conclusion, then, should be drawn from thetjoos
occupied by these groups of the Spanish bourgeasie
described above?

There can be no doubt that the overwhelming mgjarit
the bourgeoisie sympathizes with the insurgentd, sarpports
them, but there are bourgeois groups, especiallgngnthe
national minorities, which, although they do nadyph leading
part in the People’s Front, took part in the aafidist People’s
Front before the insurrection and continue to daosthis day.
Therefore, these groups must not be left out obactin the
anti-fascist camp, for their participation in thedple’s Front
extends it and thus increases the chances of yidtor the
Spanish people. In times of so sharp a confliaide social
basis is one of the main factors guaranteeing tloeessful
outcome of the revolution.

In 1927, Comrade Stalin, that master of the art of
revolutionary strategy, wrote that correct leadgrsbf the
revolution is impossible unless certain tacticaingples of
Leninism are taken into account:

“I have in view such tactical principles of Lenimsas: (a)
the principle of never failing to take into accouhé national
peculiarities and specific national features inheadividual
country,... (b) the principle that the CommunisttiPaf each

" Stalin, “The National Question”, Foundations Lésin, p. 67.
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country must never fail to make use of even thghgtist
possibility of securing for the proletariat a ma#lg, though he
be temporary, shaky, unstable and unreliable,hg)principle
of never failing to take into account the truthttpeopaganda
and agitation alone are not enough for the poligcacation of
the millions of the people, but that this requitiest the masses
acquire political experience of their own.”

The Spanish People’s Front

Guided by these principles, the Communist Part$din
has fought not only to bring about joint actionthg working
class, but also to establish a broad anti-fas@sipl’s Front,
which reflects the peculiar form of developmentuased by
the Spanish revolution at its present stage.

This front embraces the working class and its
organizations, namely, the Communist and Socidistties,
the General Workers’ Union and the Syndicalist Qizgtion
of Pestana; it is now supported by the Anarchistiddal
Confederation of Labor. Furthermore, it covers thetty
bourgeoisie through the Republican Party of Azaarad the
Catalonian Party Esquierra. It also includes thmugs of the
bourgeoisie represented by Martinez Barrio’s partlge
“Republican League”, and by the Basque nationaligtss
supported not only by the Catalonian “Rabassaires”
organization, but also by millions of Spanish peésavho
have no party of their own, who hate fascism aredhamgry
for land. The Spanish anti-fascist People’s Froas, the
specific form of union of various classes, in fadghe fascist
danger, differs, for instance, from the French RsEsg-ront in

’ Stalin, About the Opposition, p. 615, Russian editi
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that it operates and carries on the struggle cuanstances of a
revolution, which solves its bourgeois-democratichems in
a consistent, democratic way, in circumstances oivih war
which demands exceptional measures to ensure tiaryiof
the people.

Similarly, it does not explain the real charactértioe
Spanish People’s Front to define it simply as “tdeenocratic
dictatorship of the proletariat and the peasanthy”the first
place, the People’s Front in Spain bases itselfontt on the
workers and peasants; it has a broader social .bbsithe
second place, under the pressure of the civil W& ,adopting
a series of measures which go somewhat further than
program of a government of revolutionary-democratic
dictatorship. It is a further peculiarity of the &ysh People’s
Front that the split in the ranks of the proletaribe relatively
slow pace at which the masses of the peasantrybeireg
drawn into the armed struggle, and the influencepetty-
bourgeois Anarchism and of Social-Democratic ithasi which
have not yet been outlived, which are expressedthm
endeavor to skip the stage of the bourgeois-dertiocra
revolution, are all creating a number of additiodifficulties in
the struggle of the Spanish people for a democragiablic.

The democratic republic which is being established
Spain is unlike the usual type of bourgeois-dentacra
republic. It is being born amidst a civil war in wh the
working class plays the leading part, at a time whecialism
has been victorious on one-sixth of the earth’éaser while in
a number of capitalist countries conservative beaoig
democracy has already been routed by fascism. la is
distinctive feature of this new type of democragpublic that
fascism, which has taken up the struggle agaimsp#ople, is
being suppressed by the armed force of the peaptéthat in
this republic there will be no place for this chiehd
bloodthirsty enemy of the people. Should the peopée
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victorious, fascism will never be able to enjoy rihesuch
freedom as, for instance, in France, the U.S.A.Epgland,
where it makes use of bourgeois democracy and igresr
granted under it to destroy democracy and estabbsfipletely
arbitrary rule. Secondly, the material basis otis® will be

destroyed in this republic. All land, all entergssbelonging to
participants in the fascist revolt have alreadyrbeenfiscated
and handed over to the Spanish people. AlreadySihanish
government has been compelled by the military 8doato

institute the control and regulation of the couistrgconomic
machinery in order to promote the defense of tpeabbtc. And

the more obdurately the insurgents carry on theagainst the
lawful government, the further will the latter berd¢ed to go in
the direction of strict regulation of the whole aomic life of

the country. Thirdly, should the people be victaspthis new
democracy cannot but be alien to all conservatifon; it

possesses all the conditions necessary for its twiher

development, it provides the guarantees for furéwnomic
and political achievements by the working peopleSgiin.
And it is precisely for this reason that all theces of world
reaction desire the defeat of the Spanish people.

German and lItalian fascism not only organized thelt
of the Spanish generals, but are now giving evergsible
support to the insurgents, and are working fordéteat of the
republic. All parties of extreme reaction and war all
capitalist countries arc sympathetic to the insatg@nd ready
to support them. The fighting Spanish people igdacot only
by the insurgent generals, but by the whole frohtwvorld
reaction. Hence the difficulties encountered by 8manish
people in suppressing the revolt. These difficalaee further
enhanced by the pressure of parties in the cagiitediuntries
which formally endorse bourgeois democracy, butuabt
support fascist intervention under the cloak of utnality”.
This second camp, to which belong, for instance, Bhitish
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conservatives and the French Right Radicals, isngisdly in
league with world reaction. In fact this camp haes support of
certain reactionary Social-Democratic leaders dk we

Lastly, there is the opposite camp, the camp ofatbwking
class, the camp of democracy. The foundation &f ¢tAmp is
the working class of the world, which wholehearyedides
with the Spanish people. This camp includes allelsoranti-
fascists, all true democrats, all those who redlied to allow
the Spanish republic to be crushed means to saffdow to be
struck at the entire international anti-fascistnffo means
encouraging fascism to make further attacks onwheking
class and on democracy.

Playing With Fire

Fascism is playing with fire. It set the war maehgoing
not only against a people of distant Africa, but@sv attacking
one of the peoples of Europe. It cannot now coverita
predatory actions with cries about Versailles.slttearing up
not Versailles, but the liberty and independencéefSpanish
people, and is thereby letting loose against itseléw flood of
hatred among the working people. By this fascisgivsg the
impetus to a new wave of anti-fascism throughoet hole
world. When German fascism came to power in Germany
also counted on intimidating the nations by staghegLeipzig
trial. It achieved the opposite. Fascism’s wild nfrg in
Germany made it easier to form the People’s Frorffrance
and Spain, inaugurated the movement for the Pepiednt
throughout the whole world. But the Italian and @an
fascists are pursuing imperialist and annexationists, as
well. They want to crush the Spanish revolutiomasdo seize
part of the colonies of Spain, occupy part of teritory and
convert it into a base of operations for their Hert onslaughts
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on the peoples of Europe. The insurgent generalagents of
foreign imperialism, which is threatening the indegence and
integrity of the country. In 1919, Lenin, speakiagout the
Brest-Litovsk Treaty, said: “With us the difficultyn the
situation was that we had to bring Soviet powep ibeing
against patriotism.” The struggle of the people against the
insurgent fascist generals in Spain has the charaut a
national struggle in defense of the country agaioseign
enslavement, and this factor still further extetius basis of
the revolution. The People’s Front not only conésiuthe
revolutionary traditions of the Spanish people, bigo the
glorious traditions of the struggle of the peoéSpain to rid
their country of foreign oppression and barbarism.

Thus, we are faced in Spain with a situation whinhthe
fire of revolutionary struggle, supplies proof diet historical
correctness of the political line mapped out by 8Swventh
World Congress of the Communist International. This
correctness is being confirmed not only by the scop the
anti-fascist struggle which has developed in Splairn,also by
the part being played in this struggle by the yo@Qugnmunist
Party of Spain. At the Seventh Congress Comradeitioiin
said:

“We want the Communists of each country promptly to
draw and applyall the lessons that can be drawn from their
own experiences as the revolutionary vanguard o th
proletariat. We want theras quickly as possible to learn how
to sail on the turbulent waters of the class struggle, and not to
remain on the shore as observers and registratseafurging
waves in the expectation of fine weather.”

In the turbulent waters of the class struggle, the
Communist Party of Spain is being transformed ithe
stalwart pilot of the destinies of its people. Wetbery day that

’ Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. XXIV, p. 219, Russian edition.
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passes it is gaining increased authority amongragses by its
whole-hearted devotion to the cause of the revatuytby its

strict adherence to principle, its steadfastnes$iseatront and in
the rear, the discipline of its commanders andtéigh and its
profound conviction that the road outlined is cotré®rganizer
and inspirer of the People’s Front and fully coaossi of its

own historical responsibility, the Party is fighdirior the final

victory of the People’s Front over fascism.
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St. Paul: 570 Wabasha St.
Salt Lake City: 134 Regent St.
San Diego: 635 E St.
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THE COMMUNIST
A monthly magazine issued by the Communist Parthef
U.S.A., dealing with the most vital social, econorand
political issues of the day.
Sngle copies 20 cents. Subscription $2.00

THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL
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Sngle copies 10 cents. Subscription $5.00
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P.O. Box 148, Sta. D New York City



